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guitars and four-stringed violins, though their instruments
had never been in a tuner's hands.
Among the jugglers were "sapwallahs," or serpent-charm-
ers, who by their incantations chase and catch reptiles;
"mutuis," very skilful in sword-exercises; acrobats who
dance on the slack rope with a pyramid of earthern pots on
their heads, and buffaloes' horns on their feet; and lastly,
conjurors who have the power of changing old snake-skins
into venomous cobras, or vice-versa, as the spectators wish.
The dancing, or nautch-girls, are usually very pretty, and
play the part of both singers and dancers.
Very decently dressed, some in muslin embroidered with
gold, others in plaited petticoats and scarves, which they
wave about as they dance: these girls are decked with
rich jewels, precious bracelets on their arms, gold rings on
their fingers and toes, and silver bells on their ankles. Thus
arrayed, they perform the celebrated egg-dance, with really
extraordinary grace and skill, and I hoped that I should
have an opportunity given me to admire them, by a special
invitation from the rajah.
Besides these people, there was a considerable following
of men, women, and children, in the caravan. The men
were dressed either in a long strip of cotton, called the
'"dhoti," or in an "angarkah," or shirt, and "jamah,"a long
white dress, which altogether makes a very picturesque
costume.